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 SECTION I:                                                      UNIT OVERVIEW 

A: UNIT DESCRIPTION  

The Unit consists of 1,211,000 acres of State Responsibility lands located on the 
western slopes of the Sierra Nevada mountain range and the eastern slope of the 
Diablo mountain range in central California.  Also included are the watershed areas 
of the San Joaquin River, Merced River, and associated drainages. 
 
The vegetation consists of grass, deciduous oak, persistent oak, brush, and timber.  
The grass areas have little population, while the deciduous oak and persistent oak 
areas have a major population with associated growth. 
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Madera-Mariposa-Merced Unit Vital Statistics 
  Madera County  Madera City Mariposa County  Merced County A

Population 148,632 54,959 17,792 244,321 

USDA Forest Service Sierra National Forest  None Sierra and Stanislaus National Forest  

National Parks Yosemite National Park  None Yosemite National Park  None 

Bureau Of Land Management Yes None Yes Yes 

Bureau Of Indian Affairs Yes None Yes None 

US Fish & Wildlife Service None None None Yes 

US Army Corp. Engineers Yes None Yes None 
 
 

Madera-Mariposa-Merced Unit Local Government Fire Agencies 

Madera County Mariposa County Merced County 

Madera City Fire* Mariposa County Fire Merced County Fire* 

Chowchilla City Fire 
Mariposa Public Utility 

Dist. Merced City Fire 
Chowchilla Correctional 

Women Facility  Fire  Atwater City Fire* 

Station 8 Chukchansi Casino*  Los Banos City Fire 

Madera County Fire*  Livingston City* 

Firebaugh City Fire  Gustine City* 

  Dos Palos City* 

* CAL FIRE schedule A agreement for fire protection in effect. 
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California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection 

 
MADERA-MARIPOSA-MERCED UNIT (MMU) AT A GLANCE 

MMU Protection Areas 
State Responsibility Areas 
Areas where MMU has responsibility for emergency services………………………………………...1,211,000 
Total project area of MMU………………………     …………………………………….….3,570,000+ 
Total square miles of the Unit……………………      ……………………………...……………...5,580+ 
Total population………………………………      …………………………………...……..284,000+ 
Local Responsibility Through Local Government Contracts 
Areas where MMU provides some type of emergency services to local government via contract...........................…3 counties & 5 cities 

 
MMU Budget 2009                                   ………………............................................$9,462,906 
 
Personnel (numbers approximate) 
Permanent……………………………………….…………………………………………..…167 
Seasonal…………………………………………………………………………………....…..174 
Local Government Volunteer Firefighters (organized by MMU)……………………….….…450 
Volunteers In Prevention (VIPs)………………………………………………………………177 
Fire Fighting Inmates………………………………………………………………………… 110 
 
Facilities and Equipment 
CAL FIRE  Fire Stations… ………………………………………………………….………....11 
Local Government Fire Stations (operated by CAL FIRE via contract)…………..…………....41 
CAL FIRE  Fire Engines…………… ……………………………………………………….…20 
Local Government Fire Engines (operated by CAL FIRE via contract)……………………….50 
Water Tenders ……………………………………………………………………………… …23 
Bulldozers…………………………………………………………………………………….....3 
Aerial Ladder Trucks………………………………………………………………………….…2 
Rescue Squads (swiftwater rescues, jaws of life, defibrillators, ect.)……………….……….…17 
Crash Trucks…..……………………………………………………………………………….…2 
Hazmat Units……………………………………………………………………...…………   ....2 
Mass Decon Units (ability to decontaminate 15,000 people)…………………...……………….3 
Foam Unit………………………………………………………………………..…………….…1 
Conservation Camps…………………………………………..……………………………….…1 
Hand Crews………………………………………………………………………………………5 
 
Fire and Emergency Responses (average) 
Wildland Fires……………………………………….………………………………………...300 
Non-Wildland Fire Emergencies (structure fires, medical aids, hazardous material spills, ect.) more 
than…………………………………………………………………………………………19,000 
 
Timber Harvesting Plan (THP) Reviews (averages) 
Acres of Timberland CAL FIRE has THP Review Jurisdiction Over…       …….………….…… 
Timber Harvesting Plans CAL FIRE Reviews Yearly………………………………………2 to 5 
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B: UNIT PREPAREDNESS AND FIREFIGHTING CAPABILITIES 
1. CAL FIRE Initial Attack resources involve approximately 167 full-time state 

employees operating the Department, supplemented by as many as 174 
state seasonal firefighters, 450 Madera & Merced County paid-call (PCF) 
and Atwater City reserve firefighters, and 110 state inmate firefighters.  CAL 
FIRE facilities are comprised of 11 CAL  FIRE stations, 20 Merced County 
Fire Stations, 18 Madera County Fire Stations, 2  Atwater City Fire Stations, 
2 Madera City Stations, 1 jointly operated Central California Women Facility 
Fire Station,  and 1 CAL FIRE Conservation Camp.   In addition, necessary 
fire apparatuses include: 

a. CAL FIRE/Madera-Mariposa-Merced Unit 
i. 20 Engines 
ii. 3 Bulldozer/transport units 
iii. 5 Hand Crews  

b. Atwater City Fire Department 
i. 4 Fire Engines 
ii. 1 Office of Emergency Fire Engine 
iii. 1 Ladder Truck 
iv. 1 Rescue 
v. 1 Confined Space Trailer 
vi. 1 Mass Decontamination Trailer 

c. Madera City Fire Department 
i. 3 Fire Engines 
ii. 1 Patrol 
iii. 1 Mobile Air Unit  

d. Madera County Fire Department 
i. 13 Engines 
ii. 1 Office of Emergency Fire Engine 
iii. 10 Water Tenders 
iv. 6 Rescues 
v. 1 Hazardous Materials Unit 

e. Merced County Fire Department 
i. 24 Engines 
ii. 1 Office of Emergency Water Tender 
iii. 13 Water Tenders 
iv. 2 Aircraft Crash/Rescue 
v. 11 Rescues (plus one reserve)  
vi. 1 Hazardous Materials Unit 
vii. 2 Mass Decontaminate Units 
viii. 1 Foam Unit 

2. Local fire departments that the Unit has mutual or automatic aid agreements 
with are:  

a. Atwater City Fire Department 
b. Dos Palos City Fire Department 
c. Fresno Fire 
d. Fresno County Fire District 
e. Gustine Fire Department 
f. Livingston City Fire Department 
g. Madera City Fire Department 
h. Madera County Fire Department 
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i. Mariposa County Fire Department 
j. Mariposa Public Utility District Fire Department 
k. Merced County Fire Department 

 
CAL FIRE of the Madera-Mariposa--Merced Unit has dispatch agreements with Atwater City 
FD, Dos Palos City FD, Gustine Fire Department FD, Livingston City FD, Madera County FD, 
Madera City FD, MPUD Fire, Mariposa County FD, and Mercy Ambulance (private ambulance). 


