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9 Keene Kern   2001 

10 Kernville Kern   2001 

11 Lake Isabella Kern   2001 

12 Lebec Kern   2001 

13 Mountain Mesa Kern   2001 

14 North Edwards Kern   2001 

15 Onyx Kern   2001 

16 Randsburg Kern   2001 

17 Ridgecrest Kern   2001 

18 Rosamond Kern   2001 

19 South Lake Kern   2001 

20 South Taft Kern   2001 

21 Taft Kern   2001 

22 Taft Heights Kern   2001 

23 Tehachapi Kern   2001 

24 Weldon Kern   2001 

25 Wofford Heights Kern   2001 

 

SECTION IV:                    PRE FIRE MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 

 
 
A: FIRE PREVENTION 
 
 

Kern County has adopted the International Wildland Urban Interface Code and has a robust Hazard 
Reduction program to educate the public and enforce defensible space requirements.  Beginning in 
April our Public Information Office begins a series of media campaigns in both print and visual media 
to remind the public of their responsibility to ensure defensible space on their property.  Also in April, 
postcards are mailed to all property owners in the SRA to remind them of our requirements. 
Properties not in compliance by June 15th are assessed an administrative penalty. Subsequent 
administrative penalties are assessed for every 30 days that properties remain out of compliance. 
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Postcards mailed to property owners in SRA areas 
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- ENGINEERING & STRUCTURE IGNITABILITY 
 

Kern County Fire Prevention inspectors play a lead role in ensuring that all new construction is built in 
compliance with applicable laws including Title 19 and Title 24, PRC 4291, and the International 
Wildland Urban Interface Code.  All new development goes through the EIR process and then 
specific plans are inspected prior to approval.  Work is then inspected during the building process to 
ensure that it is in compliance before final approval is given. 
 
- INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 

Pre-Fire Planning 
KCFD has prepared Pre-fire plans for each of the wild land-urban inter-face communities with a 
detailed structure protection plan.  Each community has evacuation instructions, a medical plan, a 
communication plan, and a detailed map. Pre-fire boxes have been placed adjacent to the 
communities and will be easily located and identified for emergency responders to utilize. Each box 
contains a set of the detailed maps including information needed when tasked with structure 
protection during a wildland fire. This information includes:  
 
1.        Roads and driveways 

Color Code for roads; 
Red = any type of engine 
Green = type 3 engine or smaller 
Yellow = type 4 engine 
Dotted Orange = mostly impassable or 4x4 only 
 

2. Road names 
3. Locked gates 
4. Bridges, load limits 
5. Heliports & Dip sites 
6. Safety Zones  
7. Special hazards 
8. Staging areas 
9. Addresses  
10. Water sources  
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Raws 
 
Since 2005 we have been updating our fire weather collection stations.  We have been able to install.  
8 Remote Area Weather Stations (RAWS) throughout the county.   
 

Station Name Location 

KRN01 Battalion 1 

KRN02 Battalion 1 

KRN03 Battalion 5 

KRN04 Battalion 7 

Twisselman Battalion 2 

Grapevine Peak Battalion 5 

Hart Flat Battalion 1 

Woody Battalion 3 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Short and Mid range goals: 
 

• Develop and maintain a herd of goats to be used for Fuel reduction work on existing fuel 
breaks and in communities where mechanical and Burning would not permit 

      (Short) 

• Continue to develop Community Wildland Pre-Fire Plan Maps.    
      (Short) 

• Develop and maintain Inmate Fire Crews to assist with emergency activity and fuels reduction 
work  

      (Mid) 
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B: VEGETATION MANAGEMENT  
 
 

Proper management of vegetation is critical to a successful Fire Plan and Pre Fire Management.  
Since 2004, Kern County Fire Department has been able to complete over 3,000 acres of fuels 
reduction work in and around communities at risk.  These projects include shaded fuel breaks to aide 
with fire suppression activities, escape routes projects for safe access and egress of public and 
emergency equipment, and community chipper events to assist homeowners with defensible space.  
It is the goal of the Fuels Management Division to continue and expand this aggressive management 
strategy throughout the county.    
 
 
 

 
 
Fire crews and public participating in a “Community Chipper Event” 
 
 

 
A Small Masticator in 2008 to assist in Fuels Management work. 


