
Fresno-Kings Unit Pre-Fire Plan 

SECTION III:                     VALUES AT RISK 
 
 
 
A: ASSETS AT RISK 
 
 
The primary purpose of wildland fire protection in the Fresno-Kings Unit is to protect the 
wide range of assets found in the Unit from the effects of wildfire.  Table 1 lists the 
identified assets at risk that are found throughout the State of California as well as their 
asset value basis, level of disaggregation and level of value.  All of the assets at risk in 
Table 1 are also found throughout the Unit.  The California Strategic Fire Plan 
recommends that the limited fire protection resources should be allocated, at least in 
part, based on the value of the assets at risk.   
 
 
Currently the Fresno-Kings Unit is reviewing and validating the base Assets at Risk 
data.  Maps are going to be created to show the current preliminary value of the assets 
as high, medium, or low.  Stakeholder input is critical to determining which assets at risk 
are present and what value they have.  The maps created will be presented to various 
forums, such as the Highway 168 Fire Safe Council, to help validate the data.  If 
representatives of the various assets at risk such as Southern California Edison, Pacific 
Gas & Electric Company (PG&E), Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation 
and the Department of Fish and Game are not present at the Highway 168 Forum, 
attempts will be made to meet with them individually in order to get their input in the 
validation process.  Involving the various stakeholders in the validation process has the 
additional benefit of educating them about the problem and issues at hand.  In the case 
of the Highway 168 Fire Safe Council, they will then be aware of the problem and will be 
more likely to help seek grant funding to address the problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   13



Fresno-Kings Unit Pre-Fire Plan 

Table-1 
 

Resource Asset Value Basis 
Level of 
Disaggregation 

Levels of Value* 

Life and safety 
Non-economic values are not 
quantified 

By population 
density 

National, state and 
local 

Air quality 

Average dollar impact from 
particulate matter (PM10) 
emitted per acre burned; non-
commodity assets also exist 

Air quality basins 
(13) and basic fuel 
types (2) 

National, state and 
local 

Range 
Dollar cost of replacement feed 
per acre of rangeland burned 

Values by regions 
(8), cover types (9) 
and ownership 
classes (5) 

State and local 

Recreation on 
public wildlands 

Average dollar loss per acre 
burned; non-commodity assets 
also exist 

Statewide average 
by public ownership 
categories (5) 

National, state and 
local 

Structures 
Average dollar loss per home 
burned; non-commodity assets 
also exist 

Statewide average State and local 

Timber 
Average dollar loss per acre 
burned 

Values by regions 
(6) and ownership 
categories (4) 

National, state and 
local 

Water and 
watersheds 

Range of economic impacts per 
acre for value of increased 
water yields; cost of sediment 
removal; loss of reservoir 
capacity; effects on 
hydroelectric generation; costs 
of watershed rehabilitation; non-
commodity assets also exist 

Statewide ranges of 
economic impacts 

National, state and 
local 

Wildlife, habitat, 
plants and 
ecosystem 
health 

Qualitative discussion of the 
tradeoffs in fire impacts 

Statewide State and local 

Other resource 
assets, cultural 
and historic 
resources, 
unique scenic 
areas 

These non-commodity assets 
cannot be quantified 
adequately; descriptive 
enumeration only 

Statewide 
(generically) or 
place-specific 

National, state and 
local 
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B: COMMUNITIES AT RISK 

 

During the spring of 2001, a field validation process was conducted in the Fresno-Kings 
Unit to identify and validate communities at risk.  This process was conducted based on 
a request from Congress, through the FY 2001 Appropriation Bill, that called for a list of 
“…all urban wildland interface communities, as defined by the Secretaries, within the 
vicinity of Federal lands that are at high risk from wildfire, as defined by the 
Secretaries”.  The following criteria were provided to help identify communities at risk: 

 

  Interface exists where humans and their development meet or intermix with 
wildland fuels. 

  Community is a defined area where residents live and are provided services such 
as fire protection, water, law enforcement, etc. 

  Vicinity of Federal lands is defined as within the range in which fires can travel. 

  High-risk exists where there is land condition that is characterized by high-risk 
fire regimes. 

 

After receiving input from the USDA Forest Service and National Park Service, the 
following communities in Fresno and Kings Counties were identified as Communities at 
Risk and were placed on the National list in the Federal Register. 

 

  Auberry  

  Avenal ** 

 Big Creek * 

 Big Sandy  

Dinkey Creek* 

              

Dunalp 

Friant ** 

Hume * 

Lakeshore * 

Meadow Lakes 

Miramonte 

Piedra 

Pinehurst 

Prather 

Shaver Lake 

Squaw Valley 

Tollhouse 

 

* located in Federal Direct Protection Area 

** Located in Local Responsibility Area 

 

The significance of a Community at Risk designation has become apparent recently 
with most Federal grant proposals for wildfire protection requesting information about 
Communities at Risk in the area of the proposed grant project to help rank the proposal. 

 
 


