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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Fresno-Kings Unit Strategic Fire Plan was completed by a collaborative effort with 
the various stakeholders in the Unit, program managers, bureau managers and 
Battalion Chiefs.   The Unit Pre-Fire Engineer compiled the information from the various 
inputs and presented a document that is a comprehensive Strategic Fire Plan for the 
Unit that address the needs of the ever changing environment within the Fresno-Kings 
Unit.   
 
The Unit’s Fire Plan is integrated into one, with CAL FIRE and the Fresno County Fire 
Protection District working together as one.  This document will be updated each year 
on the successes that have been accomplished and new goals and objectives as 
outlined by the Unit and the California Strategic Fire Plan. 
 
The Fresno-Kings Unit Strategic Fire Plan is broken up into six components: 
 

1. Unit Overview: 
 
a. The Fresno-Kings Unit has responsibility for protecting 955,167 State 

Responsibility Area Acres and 1,626,782 Local Responsibility Acres with a 
Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement with the Fresno County Fire Protection 
District. 

b. During peak fire season there are 12 State Funded and 14 District Funded fire 
engines staffed. 

c. Miramonte Conservation Camp has Four (4) Inmate Type 1 Handcrews that 
respond to emergencies and perform work on pre-fire projects. 

 
2. Collaboration 
 

a. There is strong collaboration within the Unit with input from various groups such 
as the Highway 168 Fire Safe Council, Southern California Edison, Pacific Gas 
And Electric, Sierra National Forest, Sequoia National Forest, and various cities 
and Fire Districts/Departments. 

 
3. Assets at Risk 
 
       a. Values at Risk 

 
The primary purpose of wildland fire protection in California is to protect the wide 
range of assets found on California wildlands. These assets include life and 
safety; timber; range; recreation; water and watershed; plants; air quality; cultural 
and historic resources; unique scenic areas; buildings; and wildlife, plants, and 
ecosystem health, and cultural and historic. 
 
 

   4



Fresno-Kings Unit Pre-Fire Plan 

        b. Communities at Risk 
 

The Unit has 17 communities that are listed as high risk for damage from wildfire 
on the Federal Registrar’s “Communities at Risk” 

 
4. Pre Fire Management Strategies 
 

a. The plan facilitates development of a wide range of management prescriptions, 
utilizing every program and tool available to the Department, for protecting 
assets at risk. These tools include every conceivable combination of fuels 
reduction, ignition management, fire-safe engineering activities, code 
development and enforcement, public education, and forest health 
enhancements to protect Public and private assets. 

 
5. Pre Fire Management Tactics 
 

a. Each Battalion and Bureau within the Unit has specific priorities and projects that                         
      were developed to protect specific assets at risk. 
        

6. Appendices, Annual Addendums and Exhibits 
 

a.   Appendix A lists the Units’ High Priority Pre Fire projects. 
b. Appendix B is a table that tracks the changes when they were made. 
c. Appendix C is the annual statewide and Unit priority goals and objectives. Each 

year around August the new goals and objectives that well be worked on will be 
updated. 

d. The exhibits will include various maps of the Unit including Direct Protection Area 
(DPA) boundaries and locations of state facilities. 

 
The Fresno-Kings Unit Key Objectives from the California Strategic Fire Plan: 
 

 Analyze trends in fire cause and focus prevention and education efforts to 
modify behavior and effect change. (Goal 4 Objective K) 

 Support the availability and utilization of CAL FIRE hand crews and other CAL 
FIRE resources, as well as public and private sector resources, for fuels 
management activities, including ongoing maintenance.(Goal 5, Objective H) 

 Effectively engage and train employees across all disciplines to address 
both planning and emergency response utilizing a “total force” approach. 

 Assist landowners and local government in the evaluation of the need to 
retain and utilize features (e.g. roads, firelines, water sources) developed during 
a fire suppression effort, taking into consideration those identified in previous 
planning efforts. (Goal 7, Objective E)  
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In the ever-changing world of limited availability of funds for public agencies, creative 
ways to accomplish fuel reduction projects near Wildland Urban Interface areas will 
need to be prioritized by sound management approaches to accomplish the greatest 
benefit.  In addition to the Key Objectives from the California Strategic Fire Plan, the 
Unit will focus on completing existing Fuel Reduction Projects on Black Mountain Fire 
Control Road and the Meadow Lakes North Shaded Fuelbreak.  The Comstock 
Fuelbreak will complete the mechanical removal portion this year and will work towards 
completing the hand removal over the next few years.  The Unit will focus on the use all 
available recourses to complete Hazard Reduction Inspections to reduce the threat of 
fire within the Wildland Urban Intermix (WUI) areas of the Unit.    
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