
 

SECTION III:                                     VALUES AT RISK 

A: ASSETS AT RISK 

Mendocino Unit has a wide range of both natural and man-made assets at risk to wildfires.  Fires 
threaten the natural environment as well as commercial and residential property.  It is difficult to 
prioritize or rank these assets, but homes, infrastructure including water and power supply, rivers 
and watersheds, air quality, soil, wildlife habitat, recreation areas including tourist attractions, 
scenic beauty, historical buildings, timber, and rangeland all rank high in this Unit.   

Over the past decade, marijuana has become a lucrative asset to many in Mendocino County.  
The plant is still federally illegal but has drawn large amounts of people from all over the world 
to Mendocino County.  This population growth has primarily been in the Wildland Urban 
Interface.  The marijuana boom has become an economic boost for the county as well as a 
potential hazard. Not only does the increased rural population present dangers, but many of the 
“hi-tech” growing operations are conducted indoors, increasing the fire danger to structures 
throughout the county.  Both indoor and outdoor growing operations present safety concerns to 
firefighters and a tactical challenge to fire suppression efforts. 
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B: COMMUNITIES AT RISK 
CALIFORNIA FIRE ALLIANCE LIST OF “COMMUNITIES AT RISK” 

IN THE MENDOCINO UNIT 
 

Community   Federal Threat Hazard Level 
Albion 
Anchor Bay       3 
Boonville        3 
Brooktrails        3 
Calpella     Yes   3 
Camp Rest    Yes 
Caspar        3 
Cleone        3 
Comptche        3 
Covelo     Yes   3 
Coyote Valley    Yes 
Cummings    Yes   3 
Dos Rios     Yes   3 
El Roble        3 
Elk        3 
Fort Bragg       3 
Gualala        3 
Hopland     Yes   3 
Inglenook     Yes   3 
Laytonville    Yes   3 
Leggett     Yes   3 
Little River       3 
Longvale        3 
Manchester    Yes   3 
Manchester Rancheria   Yes 
Mendocino       2 
Navarro        3 
Northspur        3 
Philo        3 
Piercy 
Point Arena    Yes   3 
Pomo     Yes 
Potter Valley    Yes   3 
Redwood Valley    Yes   3 
Rogina Heights       3 
Sylvendale 
Talmage     Yes   3 
The Forks     Yes   3 
Ukiah     Yes   3 
Vichy Springs    Yes 
Westport        3 
Willits     Yes   3 
Whale Gulch 

1-Moderate, 2-High, 3-Very High
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