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SECTION III: VALUES AT RISK 

A: Assets At Risk 
 
Population dynamics in California has resulted in rapid development in the outlying fringe of 
metropolitan areas and in rural areas with attractive recreational and aesthetic amenities, 
especially forests. This demographic change is increasing the size of the wildland-urban interface 
(WUI), defined as the area where structures and other human development meet or intermingle 
with undeveloped wildland.  The WUI is where wildfire poses the biggest risk to human lives 
and structures. The expansion of the WUI in recent decades has significant implications for 
wildfire management and impact. The WUI creates an environment in which fire can move 
readily between structures and vegetation fuels. Its expansion has increased the likelihood that 
wildfires will threaten structures and people. 
 
WUI is composed of both intermix and interface communities. Intermix communities are places 
where housing and vegetation intermingle. In intermix, wildland vegetation is continuous, more 
than 50 percent vegetation, in areas with more than 1 house per 40 acres. Interface communities 
are areas with housing in the vicinity of contiguous vegetation. Interface areas have more than 1 
house per 40 acres, have less than 50 percent vegetation, and are within 1.5 miles of an area  that 
is more than 75 percent vegetated.   
 
The California Fire Alliance (2001) defined “vicinity” as all areas within 1.5 miles of wildland 
vegetation, roughly the distance that firebrands can be carried from a wildland fire to the roof of 
a house. It captures the idea that even those homes not sited within the forest are at risk of being 
burned in wildland fire.  
 
With the use of the above definitions as a foundation, the communities in and around these WUI 
areas become “Communities at Risk”. The following is a list of the Communities at Risk within 
the boundaries of the Humboldt-Del Norte Unit: 
 

B: Communities At Risk 
The Humboldt – Del Norte Unit has many communities that are at risk from wildfire. The federal 
register includes most, but not all the potentially threatened areas. These communities are as 
noted on the following table:  
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Community 
Federal 
Register Threat 

Alderpoint No  

Alton No  

Arcata No Federal 

Bayside No Federal 

Bayview No  

Beatrice No Federal 

Benbow No  

Berry Glen Yes Federal 

Big Flat Yes Federal 

Big Lagoon Yes Federal 

Big Lagoon Rancheria Yes Federal 

Blocksburg No  

Blue Lake Yes Federal 

Blue Lake Rancheria Yes Federal 

Bracut No Federal 

Briceland No  

Bridgeville Yes Federal 

Carlotta No  

Cobb Ridge Yes Federal 

Crannell No  

Cutten No  

Douglas Park Yes Federal 

Essex No  

Ettersburg Yes Federal 

Eureka No Federal 

Fickle Hill Yes  

Fieldbrook No  

Flying AA Ranch Yes Federal 

Fort Dick No  

Fortuna No  

French Hill Yes Federal 

Freshwater No  

Friday/Morton Ranch No Federal 

Fruitland No  

Garberville No  

Gasquet Yes Federal 

Gray Ranch Yes Federal 

Hawkins Bar Yes Federal 

Hiouchi Yes Federal 

Holmes No  

Honeydew Yes Federal 
Hoopa Valley Indian 
Reservation Yes Federal 

Humboldt Hill No  

Hydesville No  

Kettenpom Valley Yes Federal 

Klamath Yes Federal 

Klamath  Glenn No Federal 

Kneeland No  

Korbel Yes  

Kuhn Ranch/Ammon Yes Federal 

Lado Del Rio Yes Federal 

Mad River Yes Federal 

Major Moore's Yes Federal 

Maple Creek No  

McKinleyville No  

Miranda No  

Myers Flat No  

Myrtletown No Federal 

Oden Flat Yes Federal 

Orick Yes Federal 

Orleans Yes Federal 

Patrick Creek Yes Federal 

Patricks Point No Federal 

Pepperwood No  

Petrolia Yes  

Phillipsville No  

Pine Hills Yes  

Pine Mountain No  

Pioneer Tract Yes Federal 

Redcrest No  

Redway No  

Requa No Federal 

Rio Dell No  

Riverside Park/Swains Flat No  

Rock Creek Yes Federal 

Rohnerville No Federal 

Ruth Yes Federal 

Ruth Lake East Yes Federal 

Ruth Lake West Yes Federal 

Salyer Yes Federal 

Scotia No  

Shelter Cove Yes Federal 

Shivley No  

Smith River No  

Sportshaven Yes Federal 

Stafford No  

Suzy Q Ranch Yes Federal 

Trinidad Yes  

Trinidad Rancheria Yes Federal 

Upper Mad River Yes Federal 

Van Duzen Yes Federal 

Weitchpec Yes Federal 

Weott No  

Westhaven-Moonstone Yes Federal 

Whitethorn (Thorn) Yes  

Willow Creek Yes Federal 

Yurok Indian Reservation No Federal 

Zenia Yes Federal 
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