EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Pre-Fire/Resource Management Bureau of the San Diego Unit is pleased to present the San
Diego Unit’s Fire Management Plan — 2009. This document is a slightly modified version of the
Unit’s Fire Management Plan - 2005. While there are no major changes of content or assessment
processes, this document does offer minor edits to the text, statistics, and format. This plan also
presents six updated maps: Fire Hazard Severity Zones for San Diego County, Very High
Severity Zones in LRA for San Diego County, Direct Protection Agency, San Diego Unit Fire
History 1910-2000, San Diego Unit Fire History 2000-2008, and the Fire Safe Councils in San
Diego County. Additionally, the Unit’s projects and Fire Prevention section has been updated
with the current information.

For the 2009-2010 planning horizon, the Unit will retain the key objectives identified in the San
Diego Unit’s 2005 Fire Plan. The following are the six objectives:

» Maintain an ongoing analysis of the Unit’s ignition occurrences, causes and locations.
This effort tracks the current information about the Unit’s ignition management
successes, as well as failures.

» Continue to meet our mass media goals and other education programs that focus public
safety.

» Reduce, modify, or eliminate fire risks and hazards that contribute to unwanted fires and
the damage they cause.

» Continue to apply prescribed fire, and other treatments, to those areas identified with
hazardous fuel conditions that directly impact communities at risk.

> Aggressively inspect properties and insure compliance of the public resources code
through the LE-100 program. Also aggressively enforce fire laws, ordinances and
regulations and recover fire suppression costs and damages resulting from violation of the
law and negligence.

» Restrict or suspend burning permits and other open fires when the risk of large damaging
fires are apparent and implement red flag operations as critical fire weather warrants it.

Looking to the future, the California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection and the Department
are currently revising the statewide California Fire Plan. This master plan is likely to offer new
methodologies for developing the locally based Unit Fire Plan. The San Diego Unit's Pre-
Fire/Resource Management Bureau is looking forward to the new fire modeling tools and better
datasets to revamp and rebuild a successful Fire Plan for the Unit in June 2010.

In closing, this current plan mimics Unit’s interest from previous years. Although simplistic, it
still offers a good approach to based pre-fire management activities for this year. Pre-
Fire/Resource Management staff is looking forward to the revised California Fire Plan and new
framework to improve the usefulness of the Fire Plan. The San Diego Unit has a strong interest
to produce a robust, high quality Fire Plan to reflect CAL FIRE’s role and leadership in pre-
fire/resource management to protect the citizens and the resources from major wildland fires.
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