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Assets At Risk (AAR) 
 Ranking Methodology 

 
Asset at Risk Public Issue 

Category 
Location and ranking methodology 

Hydroelectric 
power 

Public welfare 1) Watershed area up to 20 miles upstream from run of the river power plants, 
ranked based on plant capacity; 2) cells adjacent to reservoir based plants (Low 
rank); and 3) cells containing canals and flumes (High rank)  (None in Unit) 

Fire-flood 
watersheds 

Public safety 
Public welfare 

Watersheds with a history of problems or proper conditions for future 
problems (South Coastal Plain, field/stakeholder input), ranked based on 
affected downstream population 

Soil erosion Environment Ranking of post-fire erosion potential based on weighted combination of fuel 
characteristics, soil k-factor, slope and peak rainfall. 

Water storage Public welfare Watershed area up to 20 miles upstream from water storage facility, ranked 
based on water value and dead storage capacity of facility 

Water supply Public health 1) Watershed area up to 20 miles upstream from water supply facility (High 
rank); 2) grid cells containing domestic water diversions, ranked based on 
number of connections; and 3) cells containing ditches that contribute to 
the water supply system (High rank) 

Scenic Public welfare Four mile viewshed around Scenic Highways and 1/4 mile viewshed around 
Wild and Scenic Rivers, ranked based on potential impacts to vegetation 
types (tree versus non-tree types) 

Timber Public welfare Timberlands ranked based on value/susceptibility to damage 

Range Public welfare Rangelands ranked based on potential replacement feed cost by 
region/owner/vegetation type 

Air quality Public health 
Environment 
Public welfare 

Potential damages to health, materials, vegetation, and visibility; ranking based 
on vegetation type and air basin 

Historic 
buildings 

Public welfare Historic buildings ranked based on fire susceptibility 

Recreation Public welfare Unique recreation areas or areas with potential damage to facilities, ranked based 
on fire susceptibility 

Structures Public safety 
Public welfare 

Ranking based on housing density and exposure (potential for structure 
loss in a large fire event) 

Non-game 
wildlife 

Environment 
Public welfare 

Public and Non-Government Owned (NGO) land holdings specifically for 
protection of non-game wildlife habitat, ranked based on fire susceptibility. 

Game wildlife Public welfare 
Environment 

Omitted due to lack of methodology/available data 

Infrastructure Public safety 
Public welfare 

Infrastructure for delivery of emergency and other critical services  (e.g. 
repeater sites, transmission lines, transportation corridors)  

Ecosystem 
Health 

Environment Ranking based on condition class, potential for ecological damage from a severe 
fire event due to deviation from historical fire return interval 

AAR categories highlighted in red represent target areas identified by stakeholders. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Assets At Risk: 
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Current Fire Situation 
 
 Level Of Service (LOS) 

 
 Fuels 

 
 Severe Fire Weather 
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