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APPENDIX B: UNIT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  

 

HUU pre fire planning goals are to augment the level of Fire Wise Communities 
throughout Humboldt - Del Norte Unit. During the past 12 months alone we have 
successfully brought together three new Fire Wise Community certifications and are 
currently working on several; other certifications at this time. This collaborative effort 
has been accomplished through the hard work and collaboration of local Fire Safe 
Councils. 
 

Members of the community have been able to realize the benefits of their Firewise 
involvement in several ways. First and foremost has been the greater awareness of 
wildfire issues and prevention made possible through an ongoing educational 
campaign. When it comes to protecting communities from wildfire, there are many 
players who have a stake in making sure that people, homes, property and the 
surrounding land are kept safe. When these parties can come together and act 
collectively, the results can be astounding and inspiring. There is no thing – and nothing 
– that can stand in their way. 
 

As stated by  Keith Worley, a forester, arborist and land development consultant 
“Basically, we’re no different than people who live in flood, earthquake or hurricane 
zones where these natural hazards pose a threat to homes. Becoming Firewise also 
was about protecting the environment around us.” 
 
 

 
 

About Firewise     

 
The national Firewise Communities program is a multi-agency effort designed to reach 
beyond the fire service by involving homeowners, community leaders, planners, 
developers, and others in the effort to protect people, property, and natural resources 
from the risk of wildland fire - before a fire starts.  
 
VISION: Wildland fires can occur in areas of residential development without the 
occurrence of disastrous loss.  
 
MISSION: To promote community-wide responsibility in the use of technology, policy 
and practices that minimize the loss of life and property to wildland fire independent of 
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fire fighting efforts.  
 
The Firewise Communities approach emphasizes community responsibility for planning 
in the design of a safe community as well as effective emergency response, and 
individual responsibility for safer home construction and design, landscaping, and 
maintenance.  
 
The national Firewise Communities program is intended to serve as a resource for 
agencies, tribes, organizations, fire departments, and communities across the U.S. who 
are working toward a common goal: reduce loss of lives, property, and resources to 
wildland fire by building and maintaining communities in a way that is compatible with 
our natural surroundings.  
 

Member Agencies 
 
The Firewise Communities program is part of the National Wildland/Urban Interface Fire 
Program, which is directed by the National Wildfire Coordinating Group's (NWCG) 
Wildland/Urban Interface Working Team (WUIWT), a consortium of wildland fire 
organizations and federal agencies responsible for wildland fire management in the 
United States. The WUIWT includes: 
 
• USDA Forest Service 
• USDI Bureau of Indian Affairs 
• USDI Bureau of Land Management 
• USDI Fish & Wildlife Service 
• USDI National Park Service 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency 
• US Fire Administration 
• International Association of Fire Chiefs 
• National Association of State Fire Marshals 
• National Emergency Management Association  
• National Fire Protection Association 
• State forestry organizations 

 
Vegetation management planning through prescribed burns is also a high priority and 
goal of the Humboldt-Norte Unit. Many VMP projects have been successfully executed 
in recent years with many projects under current review. These projects provide many 
benefits including but not limited to  unit personnel training, range and forage 
improvement as well as habitat maintenance for both flora and fauna. 
 
The Vegetation Management Program is a cost share program that allows public and 
private landowners to participate in wildland fuel reduction projects. The primary tool 
used is prescribed fire, although in more recent years CDF has used the program for 
mechanical treatments of vegetation as well.  



Humboldt-Del Norte Unit Fire Management Plan 2012 

 

 

 

29 

  
 

The Humboldt-Del Norte Unit also strives to support and promote programs and 
projects that focus efforts on the below vision and central goals of the California 
Strategic Fire Plan. This support is a manifest of the above mentioned goals as well as 
supporting local fire safe councils in an effort to obtain grant funding for projects that 
meet the objectives of the  California Strategic Fire Plan. 

 

California Strategic Fire Plan 

 

Vision  

A natural environment that is more resilient and man-made assets which are more resistant to 

the occurrence and effects of wildland fire through local, state, federal and private partnerships. 

 

 

The central goals that are critical to reducing and preventing the impacts of fire revolve 
around both suppression efforts and fire prevention efforts. Major components are: 

 Improved availability and use of information on hazard and risk assessment 

 Land use planning: including general plans, new development, and existing developments 

 Shared vision among communities and the multiple fire protection jurisdictions, including county-based   
plans and community-based plans such as Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP) 

 Establishing fire resistance in assets at risk, such as homes and neighborhoods 

 Shared vision among multiple fire protection jurisdictions and agencies 

 Levels of fire suppression and related services 

 Post fire recovery 

 


