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SECTION IV:                    PRE FIRE MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 
 
 
A. Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit Fire Prevention Program 
 
NEU’s fire prevention program accomplishes Unit fire management goals through 
implementation of four primary components. These fire prevention components are law 
enforcement, engineering, information/education and volunteerism. Law enforcement 
includes fire investigation and cause determination, enforcement of California’s Forestry 
and Fire Laws and PRC 4291 inspections throughout the Unit. Engineering occurs 
through local building department functions where Cal Fire personnel are assigned to 
assist in planning fire safe projects. Information and education occurs through direct 
contact with the public, partnerships with local boards and councils, communication with 
professional organizations and employee involvement in the local community 
Volunteerism occurs through support of the Volunteers in Prevention (VIP) program, 
which uses local volunteers to staff fire lookouts, appear at public events, meet with 
residents, and correspond with the public with Cal Fire goals in mind. The balance of 
each of these components allows the prevention program to address statewide, regional 
and local fire issues.  
 
Annually, NEU’s Fire Prevention Bureau evaluates fire cause for all fires that occurred 
the previous year. The ignition information is made available to the Unit staff in order to 
assist Battalion staff in local fire prevention efforts.  
 

Structure Ignitability 
 
 
NEU contains a mosaic of land use types ranging from rural agriculture and forested 
parcels, WUI with small clusters of development, and dense development near 
commercial centers and along main thoroughfares. Commercial and residential 
structures are present throughout all of these land use types. Also prevalent is 
pervasive hazardous vegetation typical of the Mediterranean climate with fertile soils. 
Projections of population growth and a desirable standard of living in the Sierra Nevada 
foothills dictates that development in NEU’s WUI will persist. 
 
Construction types, ignitability of materials and proper engineering are all critical when 
wildland fires encounter structures. State law establishes certain requirements for 
building in the WUI that effect structure placement and decrease structure ignitability. 
Local NEU staff, co-located with the county building departments, provides a state 
perspective in evaluation of development for both single residential, commercial, and 
large scale development. Measures which are employed by developers, building 
officials and Cal Fire staff include: 
 

• Planning to properly locate development with minimum exposure to wildfire. 
 
• Construction methods and materials that prevent structure ignition. 
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• Reduction of flammable vegetation around structures and along evacuation 
routes. 

 
Planning and Engineering 

 
 
Placer County is the second fastest growing county in California with a population 
growth of 40.3 percent since 2000, second only to Riverside County which grew by 
41.7%, a margin of just under 1.5%.  Adjacent counties are also impacted by the tide of 
rural development. As rural development continues, parcel sizes remain large enough to 
leave a significant threat of wildfire. NEU fire prevention planners, assigned to the NEU 
Fire Prevention Bureau work diligently with county officials to ensure that development 
in the SRA is in compliance with state law. Development plans are reviewed in light of 
past, present and future projects, fire fighting and communications infrastructure, and 
staffing requirements. 
 
Fire Hazard Severity Zone Mapping – During the years 2007 through 2008, CAL FIRE 
updated the existing Fire Hazard Severity Zone maps to coincide with the adoption of 
the new wildland-urban interface building standards. The updated maps incorporate 
improved wildland fire behavior science, data sets, and understanding of structure 
ignition mechanisms during conflagrations. These fire hazard severity zones are used 
by building officials to determine appropriate construction materials for new buildings in 
the WUI. The updated zones are also used by property owners to comply with natural 
hazards disclosure requirements at time of property sale. It is expected that the fire 
hazard severity zones will be used by local government to update the safety element of 
general plans. The Fire Hazard Severity Zone maps and new building standards for 
each county can be obtained from the Cal Fire website, www.fire.ca.gov. 
 

 
Construction 

 
 
Intrusion of burning embers into a structure is the primary cause of structure ignition 
during a wildland fire. NEU fire prevention planners promote the strict requirements of 
the California Building Code Chapter 7A. The objective of these 7A Standards is to 
provide a reasonable level of exterior wildfire exposure protection for buildings in the 
WUI. The 7A Standards will help to reduce the number of burning embers that enter a 
building and ignite fires. 
 

 
Defensible Space Inspection Program 

 
 
Proper clearance and treatment of vegetative fuels enhances the protection of 
structures in the wildland. Public Resource Code 4291(PRC 4291), establishes 
standards for the clearance of vegetative fuels within 100’ of structures in the wildland. 
NEU Defensible space inspectors visit over 5000 residences each year to verify 
compliance with PRC 4291. Landowners are provided an inspection document showing 
whether their structure is in compliance. Non-compliant landowners are provided an 
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opportunity to perform necessary fuel treatment. Second and third inspections are 
performed to determine the need for law enforcement action. 
 

Landscape Level Fuel Modification 
 
 
A majority of landowners respond to the defensible space inspection program prior to 
LE action. Generally, a fire safe zone of 100’ is familiar to the public and our efforts with 
the inspection program are continually educating the residents that are unaware. 
However, in order to accomplish a broader application of fuel treatments beyond the 
mandated 100’ fire safe zone, NEU promotes a stewardship ethic for landowners with 
property that extends beyond the 100’ zone.  Landscape level fuel modifications are 
promoted through cooperative efforts with local government partners, Resource 
Conservation Districts, Fire Safe Councils, and through efforts of the NEU Resource 
Management staff providing assistance to landowners throughout the unit. NEU will 
continue to assist local government in developing standards, policies, and plans, which 
will result in a stewardship ethic and landscape level fuel modification. 
 

 
Information and Education 

 
 
The information and education programs in the Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit focus on 
promoting fire and life safety messages in the communities we serve.  We focus on 
providing information and education to people of all ages, in public forums and through 
the media, and displaying and distributing educational material.   
 
Through NEU’s Ignition Management Program, high target areas have been identified 
for specific outreach campaigns.  These campaigns may include increased publicity 
through the media and local channels, school programs, fairs and other public events.   
 
 

 
 

School Programs 
 
 
NEU personnel participate in school programs throughout the year to provide fire 
prevention, life safety, and natural resource protection education.  It is our goal to target 
schools that have been identified in areas with high PWF (Playing With Fire) incidents in 
the unit’s Ignition Management Plan.   
 
Juvenile Firesetter Intervention Program 
 
Juveniles identified as playing with fire or intentionally starting a fire are referred to 
NEU’s Juvenile Firesetter Intervention Program.  The goal of  the program is to reduce 
the number of fires started by juveniles within the communities we serve.  The program 
is designed to assist parents and their children in understanding the dangers of playing 
with fire, how to prevent repeat incidents and other consequences of firesetting 
behavior.   
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Fairs and Public Events 
 
Fairs continue to be the best way to convey fire prevention messages to the public.  
NEU personnel participate in the Nevada County Fair in Grass Valley and the Gold 
Country Fair in Auburn.  We choose one fire prevention message to highlight each year 
(2010: responsible equipment use).  We also encourage local agencies to participate in 
our booths in order to provide a broader means to promote fire safety.   
 
Fire Information Center 
 
The NEU Fire Information Center is activated for incidents that generate public interest.  
Volunteers in Prevention staff the phones and give incident information to local 
residents and the media.  The volunteers are trained to provide safety messages and 
education when appropriate.   
 
Media Outreach 
 
NEU distributes many news releases and informational messages through the media 
each year.  These messages range from responsible equipment use to holiday safety.   
 
Printed Materials  
 
Printed educational materials are available to the public in every facility.  Defensible 
Space Inspectors distribute these materials and emphasize their importance.  We 
encourage staff to hand out pertinent materials when writing burn permits or simply 
answering questions. 
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B. Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit Vegetation Management Program 

 
Fuel Management 
 

Vegetation Management Program 
 
NEU’s vegetation management program (VMP) and California Forestry Improvement Program / 
Proposition 40 (CFIP) program assist private landowners and non-federal agencies in 
addressing the common problems associated with hazardous flammable vegetation. The VMP 
goal is to reduce the chance of large, damaging wildfires by reducing fire hazards on wildlands 
in California. The intent is to encouraging a range of natural resource benefits consistent with 
environmental protection requirements and landowner objectives. The three broad purposes of 
the VMP program include: 
 

• Reduction of conflagration fires 
• Optimization of soil and water productivity 
• Protection and improvement of resource / ecosystem values. 

 
 
Cal Fire’s prescribed burns under the VMP are conducted for many reasons. Most burns have 
hazard-reduction as a major objective coordinated under the Unit Fire Plan. However, many 
burns have important secondary objectives that could include: 
 

• Fuel Reduction 
• Community Defensible Space 
• Range Improvement  
• Weed Management 
• Wildlife Habitat Enhancement 

 
VMP projects use various techniques to accomplish program goals: 

 
• Broadcast Burning 
• Mosaic Burning in Chaparral 
• Pile & Burn using Hand Crews 
• Chipping and Commercial Biomass 

 
 

NEU VMP Projects 
 
 
Richards Ranch II VMP (Yuba County) 
 
Location:  Approximately one mile south of the town of Oregon House and ½ mile north of 
Englebright Lake and the Yuba River. 
 
Purpose:  The project area encompasses the cooperator’s total land ownership (6,045 acres), of 
which 3,375 acres are included in the burn units.  The project objective is to reduce the potential 
of a costly and damaging fire within the treated and surrounding area.  The location of the 
proposed burn is within a high priority target area for prefire projects as identified in the Nevada-
Yuba-Placer Unit’s pre-fire management plan.  
 
A series of future VMP prescribed burn projects adjacent to this area, from the Yuba River on the 
south side to the Dobbins and Oregon House communities to the north, are being planned.  
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 Together, these projects will create a strategic location where fuels have been modified to 
effectively create a fuel break.  This will provide a tactical position to attempt to stop large fires, 
such as the Williams fire which burned through the Dobbins/ Oregon House community in 1997. 
 
The project area has been treated by the landowner over the last few years.  The land owner has 
constructed control lines over that same period of time. 
 
The overall objective is to remove the standing manzanita and live oak stands which have taken 
over the project area, reduced the grazing capabilities of the land, and created a heavy fuel load for 
firefighting efforts.  Reducing the fuel load will improve wildlife habitat, improve grazing use and 
allow for better fire protection to the communities of Oregon House and Dobbins from wildfires that 
may originate in the Englebright recreation area. Prescribed fire will be the treatment method for 
the entire project. 
 
CEQA:  PEIR 
 
 
Reader Ranch 08 (Nevada County) 
 
Location:  5 miles North West of the town of Nevada City. 
 
Purpose:  This project extends the portion of VMP projects Reader Ranch Rx2-029-NEU and 
Reader Ranch II Rx2-037-NEU-01. Approximately 400 acres of this project have been treated over 
the past twenty-five years.  The other 378 acres have not been treated previously; however, in 
1988 the 49’er fire burned much of this area in the first few hours.  
 
This project is within the South Yuba River Watershed. Shady Creek splits the project diagonally 
from the north-eastern most corner.  Little Shady Creek passes through the northern end near 
Birchville Rd.  
 
The project objective is to reduce the potential of a costly and damaging fire within the treated and 
surrounding area. The location of the proposed burn is within a high priority target area for prefire 
projects as identified in the Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit’s Prefire Management Plan. CDF’s Fire Plan 
process was utilized to identify these locations that have high fire hazards and numerous assets 
that are most at risk to costly and damaging fires. 
 
A series of prefire projects have been planned to create a contiguous area of hazardous fuel 
reduction to effectively create a shaded fuel break from Bridgeport extending east up the San Juan 
Ridge to North Bloomfield. These projects include the completed Bridgeport State Park prescribed 
VMP burns, the completed VMP prescribed burn at French Corral, Browning property, the 
completed and proposed Reader Ranch VMP projects, this proposed project, the proposed Bunker 
Hill VMP project east of this project, the completed Malakoff Diggins VMP, and the completed 
Montezuma fuel break. These projects have been developed to create a strategic location where 
fire fighting resources may more effectively attempt fire suppression activities to stop a costly and 
damaging fire such as the 49’er fire of 1988. 
 
This proposed project will entail the pre-treatment of the brush fuel by creating hand piles with 
crews and/or piling and crushing with a track type dozer. Control lines will also be established by 
dozers and/or hand crews. Burn piles are to be treated in spring and early fall, however, other 
conditions may occur that will allow burn treatment at another time of the year. Some areas may be 
broadcast burned.   
 
CEQA:  PEIR 
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Bunker Hill (Nevada County) 
 
Location:  Approximately 5 miles northwest of the town of Nevada City.  The proposed project 
consists of approximately 1,000 acres of mixed brush, primarily on west, north and east facing 
slopes. 
 
Purpose:  This project is within the South Yuba River Watershed. Shady Creek runs through the 
north end of the project and discharges into the South Fork of the Yuba River.  
 
The project objective is to reduce the potential of a costly and damaging fire within the treated and 
surrounding area. The location of the proposed burn is within a high priority target area for prefire 
projects as identified in the Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit’s Prefire Management Plan. CDF’s Fire Plan 
process was utilized to identify these locations that have high fire hazards and numerous assets 
that are most at risk to costly and damaging fires. 
 
A series of prefire projects have been planned to create a contiguous area of hazardous fuel 
reduction to effectively create a shaded fuel break from Bridgeport extending east up the San Juan 
Ridge to North Bloomfield. These projects include the completed Bridgeport State Park prescribed 
VMP burns, the completed VMP prescribed burn at French Corral, Browning property, the 
completed and proposed Reader Ranch VMP projects, this proposed project, the completed 
Malakoff Diggins VMP project east of this project, and the completed Montezuma fuel break. These 
projects have been developed to create a strategic location where fire fighting resources may more 
effectively attempt fire suppression activities to stop a costly and damaging fire such as the 49’er 
fire of 1988. 
 
This proposed project will entail the pre-treatment of the brush fuel by creating hand piles with 
crews and/or piling and crushing with a track type dozer. Control lines will also be re-established by 
dozers and/or hand crews. Burn piles are to be treated in spring and early fall, however, other 
conditions may occur that will allow burn treatment at another time of the year. Some areas may be 
broadcast burned. 
 
CEQA:  PEIR 
 
 
UC Research Station (Yuba County) 
 
Location:  The VMP area encompasses treating approximately 1,040 acres in 7 units of the UC 
field station, approximately 12 miles west of Grass Valley, 7 miles southeast of Loma Rica, and 
9 miles southwest of Dobbins. 
 
The UC Research Station VMP is an ongoing project to help manage and study means of 
managing and controlling noxious weeds and fire impacts on water quality.  The weeds that are 
attempting to be controlled are yellow starthistle, barbed goatgrass, and medusahead.  These 
burns allow the field station to scientifically evaluate the effectiveness of burning in a control 
program.  The affect of a controlled, cool to moderate temperature burn on blue oaks will also 
be studied. 
 
CEQA:  PEIR 
 
 
Chinquapin-North Tahoe Fire VMP (Placer County) 
 
Location: Approximately 20 acres between the Dollar Point subdivision and the Chinquapin 
Condominiums within the North Tahoe Fire Protection District near Tahoe City and Kings 
Beach.  An additional 50 acres will be treated south of the Kingswood West subdivision.  The 
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burn will be conducted by CALFIRE, North Tahoe Fire Protection District and other local fire 
agencies. 
 
Purpose:  The primary objectives of the project are for fuel hazard reduction, fuel modification 
and wildlife habitat improvement.  The project area consists of Sierra mixed-conifer timber type. 
 
CEQA:  Cal Fire Mitigated Negative Declaration 
 
 
Donner State Park VMP(Placer County) 
 
Location:  Approximately 23 acres within the Donner State Park boundary.  The project area is 
located south and west of the town of Truckee.  Donner Lake is north of the project area. 
 
Purpose:  The primary objectives of the projects are fuel hazard reduction and wildlife habitat 
improvement.  The project area is strategically located to protect State Park facilities and the 
Town of Truckee, CA from a summer wildfire burning in Coldstream Valley or on Schallenberger 
Ridge.  The project shall reduce the threat of catastrophic wildfire and improve native forest 
composition and structure. 
 
CEQA:  PEIR 
 
 
Waddle Ranch VMP (Placer County) 
 
Location:  Approximately 60 acres within the Truckee Tahoe Airport District Property in the 
Martis Valley. The project area is located east of the town of Truckee.  Martis Lake is adjacent 
to the project area. 
 
Purpose:  The primary objectives of the projects are fuel hazard reduction. The project shall 
reduce the threat of catastrophic wildfire and improve native forest composition and structure. 
 
CEQA:  PEIR 
 
 
 
 
Foresthill Bridge VMP (Placer County) 
 
Location:  Approximately 16 acres within the Auburn State Recreation Area boundary. The 
project area is located north and east of the town of Auburn.  The Foresthill Bridge runs through 
the project area. 
 
Purpose:  The primary objectives of the projects are fuel hazard reduction in preparation for a 
bridge retrofit project involving grinding and welding. The project shall reduce the threat of 
catastrophic wildfire and improve native vegetation composition and structure. 
 
CEQA:  PEIR 

 
NEU Forest Practice 

 
The primary role of the Forest Practice Program is to enforce California’s Forestry and Fire 
Laws on privately-owned lands in California. These laws are found in the Public Resource Code 
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and the California Forest Practice Rules. Additional rules enacted by the State Board of Forestry 
and Fire Protection are also enforced to protect these resources. 
NEU Forest Practice Inspectors ensure that private landowners abide by these laws when 
harvesting trees. Although there are specific exemptions in some cases, compliance with the 
Forest Practice Act and Board rules apply to all commercial harvesting operations for 
landowners of small parcels, to ranchers owning hundreds of acres, and large timber companies 
with thousands of acres. 
The Timber Harvesting Plan (THP) is the environmental review documents submitted by 
landowners to CAL FIRE outlining what timber he or she wants to harvest, how it will be 
harvested, and the steps that will be taken to prevent damage to the environment. THPs are 
prepared by Registered Professional Foresters (RPFs) who are licensed to prepare these 
comprehensive, detailed plans. THPs can range from about 100 pages to more than 500 pages. 
NEU Forest Practice Inspectors follow-up on approved THPs with site inspections and can 
shutdown operations, cite or fine Registered Professional Foresters, Licensed Timber Operators 
(LTOs), and landowners if illegal operations are found.  Under this program, law enforcement 
and prevention work together to ensure environmental compliance.  
 

Forestry and Landowner Assistance 
 

NEU Foresters administer several state and federal forestry assistance programs with the goal 
of reducing wildland fuel loads and improving the health and productivity of private forest lands. 
California's Forest Improvement Program (CFIP) and other state and federal programs that NEU 
Foresters administer, offer cost-share opportunities to assist individual landowners with land 
management planning, conservation practices to enhance wildlife habitat, and practices to 
enhance the productivity of the land.  
The NEU CFIP program directs grant funds to prioritized fuel treatments and forestry 
improvement projects on the ground. The aim is to improve the economic and environmental 
value and watershed quality of private forestlands. The cost share program encourages 
landowner participation and requires land uses to remain consistent with the goals of the 
program following implementation. 
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2006 CFIP COST-SHARE CAP RATES 

PRACTICE 
 CFIP CAP RATE 90% COST-SHARE1 75% COST SHARE 

Management Plan  
 

High (New) 

$3500 + 
$3.00/acre 1st 160 acres 
$2.50/acre each additional 
acre to 1000 

$3150 + 
$2.70/acre 1st 160 acres 
$2.25/acre each additional 
acre to 1000 

$2625+ 
$2.25/acre 1st 160 acres 
$1.88/acre each additional 
acre to 1000 

Rates for plans larger than 1000 acres are negotiated w/CDF forester 
Management Plan 
Revised/Low (Mini) 

$1750 + $1.40/acre $1575 + $1.26/acre $1313 + $1.05/acre 

RPF Supervision $75/acre 1st 5 acres $40/acre 
each additional acre 

$68/acre 1st 5 acres $36/acre 
each additional acre 

$56/acre 1st 5 acres $30/acre 
each additional acre 

Site Prep    
  Light $220/acre $198/acre $165/acre 
  Moderate $300/acre $270/acre $225/acre 
  Heavy $400/acre $360/acre $300/acre 

Trees & Planting    
Average $160/acre $144/acre $120/acre 
Moderate $200/acre $180/acre $150/acre 
Difficult $240/acre $216/acre $180/acre 
    
Tree Shelters $260/acre $234/acre $195/acre 

Pre-commercial 
Thinning2 

   

Light $200/acre $180/acre $150/acre 
Moderate $300/acre $270/acre $225/acre 
Heavy $400/acre $360/acre $300/acre 
  
Pruning2 $125 for 50 trees/acre  

$200 for 100 trees/acre 
$275 for 150 trees/acre 

$112.50 for 50 trees/acre 
$180 for 100 trees/acre 
$247.50 for 150 trees/acre 

$93.75 for 50 trees/acre 
$150 for 100 trees/acre 
$206.25 for 150 trees/acre 

Release2    

  Light $200/acre $180/acre $150/acre 
  Moderate $300/acre $270/acre $225/acre 
  Heavy $400/acre $360/acre $300/acre 
Follow-up/Slash 
Disposal 

   

Light $200/acre $180/acre $150/acre 
Moderate $350/acre $315/acre $262.50/acre 
Heavy $600/acre $540/acre $450/acre 

Land Conservation 
/Wildlife/Fisheries 
Projects3 

Cost based on problem. 
Use SIP or EQIP rates as a guide  

 

 
 

                                                 
1 The 90% rate will cover all projects on substantially damaged timberland by wildfire, insects, diseases, wind, 
floods, landslides or earthquakes. 
 
2 Disposal of slash must meet minimum Fire Hazard Reduction Standards per Forest Practices Act. 

 
3 Maximum allowable costs do not appear for land conservation or habitat improvement.  In these categories 

activity is variable and will depend on site condition, acreage, and/or type of project.  However, costs will be 
evaluated based on rates used for SIP or EQIP. 

 
 

 



 - 45 –                                     

Other Forestry Duties and Unit Projects 
 
NEU Foresters continue to provide Unit support on various levels including Fire Prevention, Pre-
Fire Planning, GIS support, state facility maintenance and construction, hired equipment 
coordination, environmental regulation and County project review and California Environmental 
Quality Act compliance. 
 

NEU Pre-Fire Fuels Reduction Projects 
 

Placer County 
 
Northstar Forest Enhancement Project  
The project area is heavily used for recreation, wildlife viewing and outdoor education.  The goal 
of the project is to reduce hazardous fuels and restore the forestland as best as possible to pre-
western migration conditions.  The dense brush fields and white fir stands are outcompeting the 
historical pine overstory and riparian vegetation. The area is a high priority for treatment due its 
proximity to residential and commercial areas.  Completing this project will meet the objectives 
already outlined in the Northstar Community Wildfire Protection Plan and will help reduce the 
potential for catastrophic wildfires such as the Martis Fire in 2001 and the Angora Fire of 2007. 
Additional funds will expand these treatments to other areas within the Northstar ownership to 
achieve similar objectives.  Cal Fire Conservation Crews and private Licensed Timber 
Operators have been selected to perform this work.      
 
CEQA: Cal Fire CEQA-NOE to be completed 
 
North Tahoe Shaded Fuel Break 
The cooperative project included private, state and federal lands within and adjacent to the 
community of North Tahoe.  Shaded Fuels breaks will be designed and constructed through a 
cooperative effort with local and state fire personnel.  The target areas will enhance fire 
suppression efforts and provide community wildfire protection.   
 
CEQA:  Cal Fire will complete NEO in cooperation with local fire districts.    
 
Auburn Shaded Fuel Break 
The Auburn Shaded Fuel Break is located along the American River Canyon in Auburn, CA.  
This 300 foot wide shaded fuel break encompasses both public and private lands.  Between 
three previously awarded grants, the Auburn Shaded Fuel Break has been effectively completed 
providing protection for approximately 100 homes with either initial treatment or maintenance. 
Additional funds will be used to maintain and enhance the project area on private lands, 
specifically targeting larger parcels within the fuel break conducive to using Cal Fire hand crews. 
All work on the private lands will be performed using the prescription specified in the Auburn 
City Fire Department’s “American River Canyon Shaded Fuel Break Project Implementation 
Program June 2002”. The fuel break is a component of the “2002 Greater Auburn Area Fire 
Safe Council Community Fire Safe Plan,” which was developed using a 2001 CWPP Grant to 
the GAAFSC (administered by Sierra Economic Development District (SEDD).  Future efforts 
will expand the fuel break north along the ridge toward Colfax. 
 
CEQA: Future expansion outside the City of Auburn will require CEQA compliance.  A NOE will 
be filled for additional private lands through Cal Fire. 
 
Colfax Shaded Fuel Break 
This cooperative project combines community pre-fire planning and fuels reduction to benefit 
the communities of Colfax, Weimar, Iowa Hill and Meadow Vista.  The project included a series 
of fuels reduction efforts of private lands involving mastication and hand crews.  Treated areas 
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will be target that enhance fire suppression efforts, improve and provide for safe evacuation 
routes and promote land stewardship.    
 
CEQA: Cal Fire in cooperation with local fire districts will complete a NOE for project treatment 
areas. 
   
Ralston Ridge Shaded Fuel Break 
This cooperative shaded fuel break involves both private and federal lands.  Located in an area 
know for historical costly and damaging fire, the Ralston Ridge Shaded Fuel Break is designed 
to support and enhance fire suppression efforts and provide community wildfire protection.  A 
combination of masticators and hand crews will be used to treat vegetation.  The project will 
focus on promoting healthy productive forests and land steward through fuel reduction. 
 
CEQA: Cal Fire Forest Practice, Federal NEPA    
 
 
Nevada County 
 
Columbia Hill Shaded Fuel Break Maintenance and Expansion  
The Fire Safe Council of Nevada County (FSCNC) has identified additional parcels for inclusion 
into the Columbia Hill Fuel Break as well as current parcels in need of maintenance. The project 
will further extend the Columbia Hill Fuel Break along Columbia Hill Road providing protection 
for the Community of North San Juan.  Fuels will be treated on either side of Columbia Hill Road 
to a distance of 200 feet.  CDCR crews will be used to complete the work as necessary, existing 
contracts (A-19s) allow for the crew use. 
 
CEQA: Cal Fire CEQA-NOE 
 
Alder Hill Community Fuel Break 
This project would encompass the creation of two community fuel breaks near Alder Hill in the 
Truckee area of Nevada County.  One fuel break is adjacent to the Tahoe Donner and Alder Hill 
Estates subdivisions while the second is adjacent to the Pine Forest subdivision.  Both sections 
of the shaded fuel break would be approximately one mile in length and 300 feet wide in 
strategically placed areas around the communities. Total acres 75.  Additionally, the project 
involves development and construction of community shaded fuel breaks throughout the 
Truckee area through cooperation with local and state fire personnel.     
 
CEQA: Cal Fire CEQA-NOE 
 
The Land Stewardship Assistance Program (LSAP) 
The Land Stewardship Assistance Program (LSAP) (administered by the FSCNC) will provide 
an effective service with a cost-share by the landowner for hazardous fire fuels reductions on 
properties larger than two acres who do not otherwise qualify for existing cost-share programs 
such as the federal Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  LSAP is designed to 
provide a contracted service for mastication of hazardous fire fuels to qualified landowners who 
desire landscape fuels reduction.  LSAP will provide a mastication contractor at a reduced 
contracted rate to private landowners working to reduce the fire hazard on their property.  LSAP 
will fill a need for those who do not have land suitable for timber production, but have a need to 
reduce vegetation to mitigate the risk of wildfire with a land stewardship and watershed 
protection objective, but cannot fund the entire cost of the work.  No work would be conducted 
within the defensible space surrounding structures as required by law under Public Resources 
Code 4291.  The objective of this program is to provide assistance to landowners to undertake 
land stewardship measures on their property, but cost is the obstacle to implement. LSAP will 
treat acres throughout Nevada County where private landowners are willing to cost share their 
project for a cost effective treatment of approximately $850 per acre. 
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CEQA: Cal Fire CEQA-NOE may need to be completed 
 
Nevada County Defensible Space Community Drop Offs Program 
The Defensible Space Community Drop Offs is a cooperative effort between the Fire Safe 
Council of Nevada County (FSCNC) and residents and homeowner’s associations throughout 
the County.  FSCNC staff and volunteers will notify residents in the vicinity of the drop off 
locations through advertising and community outreach.  Residents will then cut and transport 
vegetative material to the centrally located drop off location where it will be piled and processed 
by a horizontal grinder or self-loading transport unit.  Grindings will be trucked off-site to regional 
co-generation facilities for utilization.  FSCNC staff and volunteers will facilitate program 
coordination, advertisement, community outreach, staffing and monitoring the drop off locations. 
Project will treat an estimated 1,400 acres, throughout Nevada County 
 
CEQA: Cal Fire CEQA-NOE 
   
 
Yuba County 
 
Pendola Road Fuel Reduction Project 
Administered by the High Sierra Resource Conservation and Development Area, this is one of a 
series of coordinated fuel break projects in Yuba County with private timber landowners and the 
Tahoe National Forest.  It is designed to provide protection for the community of Comptonville 
from a north wind driven fire.  A 300’ shaded fuel break will be constructed encompassing both 
sides of Pendola Road along the dominate ridge just north of Comptonville.  The project 
proposes to treat a total of 58 acres thru mastication but the use of CDCR crews and the VMP 
program may also be an option.  The property is entirely with the ownership of Sierra Pacific 
Industries and will provide connectivity to the existing USFS fuel break.  
 
CEQA: Will need NOE via Cal Fire and SPI  
 
Oregon Ridge Fuel Reduction Project 
Administered by the High Sierra Resource Conservation and Development Area, this project 
would maintain and extend the Oregon Ridge Fuel Break.  Maintenance will be conducted as 
necessary on the current project with the intent to complete future expansion south toward 
Marysville Road and north through private, state and federal lands.  The project will treat and 
maintain acres through mastication and hand crews.   
 
CEQA: Will need NOE via Cal Fire, RPF for arch. provided by landowners  
 
Fuel Reduction on County Roads 
In accordance with the Yuba County Roadway Fuel Reduction Plan the county proposes to treat 
along county roadside easements creating a shaded fuel break for evacuation and community 
protection.  
 
CEQA: Yuba County will complete CEQA-NOE 


