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INVESTIGATORS WORKING TO DETERMINE CAUSE OF CREEK FIRE


Investigators from the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection who are working to determine the cause of this week’s Creek Fire said they have ruled out several possible causes, including prescribed fire, but have not yet determined precisely what sparked the 1,550-acre blaze.


“Our investigators work in a careful and precise way to determine what causes fires,” said Chief Brad Lutts of the CDF’s Lassen-Modoc Unit.  “We can’t discuss the details of our investigations until we have examined all the evidence and conducted necessary interviews.  We will announce a cause as soon as we are confident in our findings.”

Investigators said the fire was most likely human caused because the area had not received lightning in the days prior to the start of the fire Tuesday afternoon, July 18.  Investigators have determined that there is no connection between the fire and a hazardous fuels reduction project ongoing in the area.

Officials also concluded that the fire was not related to the earlier Cheney Fire because the point of origin for the Creek blaze was separated from the Cheney blaze by more than a mile.  They also ruled out any connection with prescribed fires because no burns have been carried out in the area.
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