
News Release        
         USDA Forest Service
Los Padres National Forest  

                                                                                                                                                                             
Date:   October 3, 2007      Los Padres National Forest 
         6755 Hollister Ave.  #150 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     Goleta, CA   93117 
CONTACT: Joe Pasinato (805) 961-5745    www.fs.fed.us/r5/lospadres 
  Kathy Good (805) 961-5759     
   

Zaca Fire Closure Reduced Effective October 3 
 
GOLETA, CA…The Forest Service today announced the reopening of a large area of Los Padres 
National Forest surrounding the Zaca Fire.  However, the burned area and some adjacent lands will 
remain closed through the rainy season, according to Forest Supervisor Peggy Hernandez.   
 
“The Zaca Fire burned in very steep and rugged terrain, and while there are islands of unburned 
vegetation, there are vast areas that are a moonscape now,” Hernandez explained.  “With the 
vegetation gone, there is nothing to hold the soil in place, so the land is very unstable. Dry 
landslides, rockslides and other erosion is occuring on a daily basis.  We expect mudslides and flash 
flooding when the rains come.  Out of concern for public safety, and to allow the watersheds to 
begin to heal, I will keep the burned area closed to public entry at least through spring 2008,” she 
added. 
  
The previous Zaca Fire closure encompassed over 663,000 acres.  The revised closure encompasses 
approximately 330,000 acres including most of the San Rafael Wilderness and all of the Dick Smith 
Wilderness as well as some surrounding land.  The closure prohibits all public entry to national 
forest lands, trails, roads and recreation sites within the designated area.  It does not apply to private 
land within or adjacent to the national forest.   
 
Areas that are now open include Sierra Madre Ridge Road, Happy Canyon Road, Figueroa 
Mountain Road, the Lower Santa Ynez River Recreation Area, the Pendola area, the Camuesa Off-
Highway Vehicle Route, the Divide Peak Off-Highway Vehicle Route, and the Matilija Wilderness.  
Sunset Valley Road is closed from Cachuma Saddle to Nira Campground, however Davy Brown 
Campground is accessible to hikers, equestrians and mountain bikers via the Davy Brown Trail 
from Figueroa Mountain Road. 
 
To prevent vehicles from traveling off designated routes into the burned area or onto fire control 
lines, the Forest Service is installing gates and caution signs at key locations around the fire’s 
perimeter.   
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Forest Closure 2-2-2 
 
 
“The burned or otherwise disturbed soils are very vulnerable, especially to wheeled vehicles, until 
vegetation gets reestablished,” said Hernandez.  “We know people are anxious to get back into their 
national forest, but we are asking for their patience and cooperation.”  
 
The Forest Service also  issued a reminder that some roads below the burned area will be subject to 
the usual temporary weather-related closures which are imposed during rainstorms.  The temporary 
road closures are for public safety and resource protection.   
 
“Because of the significant threat of flashing flooding and high water below the burned area, and 
out of an abundance of caution, we will likely close the gates a little earlier and keep them closed a 
bit longer this season,” explained Hernandez.   
 
Preliminary surveys of the burned area show that many hiking trails have been severely damaged by 
the fire and are completely impassable.  “Our volunteers are very anxious to get in there and help 
reestablish the trails.  Unfortunately, it may be some time before the ground is stable enough to 
allow them to be rebuilt,” said Santa Barbara District Ranger Cindy Chojnacky.  
 
A detailed description and map of the closure are available at Forest Service offices and on-line at 
http://www.fs.fed.us.r5/lospadres.  For more information and current conditions, contact the 
following Forest Service offices: 
 

• Santa Lucia Ranger District (Santa Maria) at 805-925-9538.   
• Santa Barbara Ranger District (Los Prietos Ranger Station, Paradise Road) at 805-967-3481 
• Mt. Pinos Ranger District (Chuchupate Ranger Station, Frazier Park) at 661-245-3731 
• Forest Supervisor’s Office (Goleta) 805-968-6640   

 
The Zaca Fire started on July 4, and burned approximately 240,207 acres before it was contained on 
September 2.  It is the second largest fire in California’s recorded history and the largest in Santa 
Barbara County’s recorded history. 
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